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Point Map for Erilepis zonifer

Distribution: North Pacific: Japan and Bering Sea to Monterey Bay in California, USA.
Click on map to see points and environmental data.
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7.1 Summary of skilfish distribution, biology and life history
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Most commonly, it inhabits deep rocky bottoms. According to published data, it is
believed that early juveniles are found in the surface water layer, among floating algae,
and are distributed in the open ocean, where they live 4 - 6 years, reaching the length
of about 50 c¢m, after which they switch to the bottom lifestyle. Young fish have bright
white spots on their bodies, but with age their color changes to dark gray, and bright
markings become duller and less visible as the fish grows. Skilfish has a dark body,
nearly black fins, and large blue eyes above a prominent, cavernous mouth like a
rockfish. They also have strong tail fins that are equal to or higher than the fish's head.
The fish is a predator of large numbers of bony fish such, cephalopod mollusks such as
squid and octopus, crustaceans such as shrimps and small crabs, they may also feed
on jellyfish.


https://www.fishbase.org.au/v4/summary/4031
https://www.fishbase.org.au/v4/summary/4031
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Bottom Fishing Sets and Vessels Surveyed area by Russian L
https://www.npfc.int/science/gis/bottom_fishing
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Skilfish was registered
on all seamounts in the
southern Emperor
Seamount Chain
(south of 42° E).

Most of the skilfish
catches according to the
survey data were
obtained on seamounts
T365+A and Koko, where
most of the longline
deployments were made.

Bathymetric Tints (Metres)
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110) Erilepis zonifer (Lockington, 1880) (Anoplopomatidae) Skilfish
FAO Code: ESZ
Counts D XII-XIV-I-11,15-17; A TI-1IL11- ¢
14; P1 16-19; P2 15
Diagnosis Body stout, deep. Head large,
rounded in dorsal profile. Eye small, its

diameter shorter than snout length. Dorsal

fins two, separated by a narrow space.
Pectoral fin large, rounded. Caudal fin large, slightly emarginated. Head, back of body and fins
A ' dark, with 4-5 large white vertical bands on body side; small white spots scattered on side of body
| in young. Attaining 1.5 m or larger.
Distribution Subboreal waters of North Pacific. At depths of ca in the ESC.
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Sexual prducts of most of the analzd fish were at
- stages Il and II-11l of gonad development.

L%, In 2014, one pre spawning male was observed at stage

Most of the fish had empty stomachs, but considering
~ the depth of habitat, stomachs could be emptied during
- the stasis period and during sampling.




Home PALMER

PALMER

Vessel Flag: NPFC Vessel ID: 642
Russia

Member/CNCP Flagged Vessel
Authorized By Member/CNCP: B
Russia

IRCS: o gy TR, -
UBJH2 ?

Registration Number:
PE-1417

Port of Registry:
Petropaviovsk-Kamchatskiy

Vessel Type
Longliners (LL)

Previous Flags
SOUTH AFRICA

Previous Names
Ross Mar

Normal Crew Count:
24

Gear Type:
Set longlines (LLS)

Home VOSTOK-7

VOSTOK-7

Vessel Flag:
Russia

Authorized By Member/CNCP.
Russia

IRCS:
UCQP

Registration Number:
752

Port of Registry:
Vladivostok

Vessel Type
Longliners (LL)

Previous Flags
JAPAN

Previous Names
KINSAI MARY Ne 38

Normal Crew Count:
28

Gear Type:
Set longlines (LLS)

NPFC Vessel ID: 1148

Member/CNCP Flagged Vessel




Home PALMER

PALMER

Vessel Flag:
Russia

Authorized By Member/CNCP.
Russia

IRCS:
UBJH2

Registration Number:
PE-1417

Port of Registry:
Petropaviovsk-Kamchatskiy

Vessel Type
Longliners (LL)

Previous Flags
SOUTH AFRICA

Previous Names
Ross Mar

Normal Crew Count:
24

Gear Type:
Set longlines (LLS)

NPEC Vessel ID: 642

Member/CNCP Flagged Vessel

Home VOSTOK-7

VOSTOK-7

28

Gear Type:
Set longlines (LLS)
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7.2 Summary of skilfish longline fishery characteristics in the NPFC Convention Area

Pacific branch («TINRO») of Russian Federal
«Research Institute of Fisheries and Oceanography»
| («<VNIRO»)
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The signs mark the pointshere skilfish was observed in the period from 2014 to 2017
on the specialized LL vessel "Palmer":
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* - according to the data, passes as Rockfishes (caught by the LL "Palmer")
** - catch of LL vessels "\Vostok-7"
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